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. As a Commumty, we have been Very fortunate to ehjoy’ the many beneﬁts created
o ‘_'by strong employment drverse opportunities: and a “can do” attrtude by-our c1t1zens
2 wHowever T can think of at least one more component that has contrlbuted toour . -
_ . -Successes. It is:our w1111ngness to invest in the future. These investments are not only
i - ones that d1rect1y enhance our lives such as schools, pools, libraries, and clean water, but S
SEa 1nvestments that support our mdustnes as well. The strength of our local lndustrres has -
.7 had an extremely positive 1mpact on our entire reglon Itis for this reason that it 1s Lo
- rmportant for everyone to. understand our 1nterest ina reg1ona1 alrport T

5 :’.'Reasons for a New Reglonal All'pOl'f

o The concept of a new reglonal alrport 1n1t1a11y began in response to the Federal
T Av1at1on Admmlstratron s (FAA) concerns over the high' number of Category C ﬂlghts at

. our alrport As background the Pella Aitport is a Category B-II Alrport with- publrshed :

[ER approaches allowmg larger Category C aircraft to land. These types of alrcraft are -

>+ advantageous for businesses to operate due to their abilify to offer longer range travelina f.-.' R

L safe, convementand cost: effecnve manner. For many businesses, aviation access is jUSt as- ot
. important as road transportatron As a result havmg adequate av1at10n access is necessary e
- "_for them to remaln competrtlve A S » Co T :

SVATETS It is also 1mportant to note other Category B a1rports across the nat1on also have
S pubhshed Category C approaches However, these airports typ1ca11y deal with Category C L
" flights ona very: limited basis (6-12 flights/year). In contrast, Category C flight$at the Pelld -+ -~
AR _._"An*port occur almost daily, with the. latest. estimated total between 300-500 ﬂ1ghts per year '
o “These. fl1ghts are not only made by our Tocal industries; but include many by: suppliers and
* ' ‘customers as well. Due'to the high number of Category C ﬂ1ghts the FAA has encouraged ERE
" 'the City to have the ground based. rnfrastructure in place: to support its pubhshed approaches e
s Unfortunately, due to 31gn1ﬂcant site constraints at the current Pella: Mun1c1pa1 Airport,.
..+ previous studies have concluded 1t is not econonncally feas1b1e to upgrade th1s a1rport to a
" f._*_"-Category C level BT . . L §

o Although the FAA pubhshes Category C approaches for use at our a1rp0rt they are
o not guaranteed and.the FAA could revoke them at-any time: - Therefore, if the C1ty were o
" lose its ability to offer Category C ﬂ1ghts we- may not be able to attract retaln or support
B the quahty of busmess and mdustry we currently have Lo .

o Importance of Workmg ona Reglonal Basrs " B

In plannmg for a new Category C alrport both the federal and state governments o
o have 1ndlcated their’ strong preference for planning transportation projects on.a regional - ‘
basrs that beneﬁt as many communrtles as. poss1ble Furthermore the Iowa Av1at10n System
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o Plan 2010 2030 recommends the c1t1es of Oskaloosa and Pella develop anew reglonal o
L) airport to. replace the two ex1st1ng airports serving our communities. The plan also states that, ER
- a “Lack of cooperation may result in airports with 1nadequate infrastructure and services to - | .
S meet the air transportation demands of the tegion, impacting quality of life and 0pp0rtun1t1es DR
~_for economic growth.” In addrtlon the Federal Aviation Admrmstrauon in its report e

L "General-Aviation Airports - a National Assct" has indentified a new Category C a1rport in - e

' - our area as one of the seven reglonal alrports in'the State of Towad. From the FAA's: - e
L _.perspectlve the 1ntent of these enhanced reg10nal a1rports is 10 hnk regronal economres W1th AR
.state and 1nterstate markets KR : : SR

T After carefully con51der1ng our. optlons in March of 2012 the C1ty of Pella approved

L a partnershlp agreement with Mahaska County and the City of Oskaloosa to constructa ™ . © @ -
R reglonal airport which would be able to meet the current and future aeronautrcal needs of R

o ;busrness and 1ndustr1es in the area ; - : % C T

a :.'-: 'South Central Reglonal Alrport Agency

R The South Central Reg1onal Alrport Agency (SCRAA) isa govemment entrty o
el f*formed 1o construct and govern the Regional Airport. The SCRAA is ‘governed by a srx
" member Board: ofDirectors who-are appomted by Mahaska County the City’ of i

- Oskaloosa, and the C1ty of Pella; Iti is also- 1mportant to note; the Board is only -

-.-..responsrble for the oversight of the new regional airport. The City of Oskaloosa and the B i

i B 'I'Clty of Pella wrll retam ownershrp of therr exrstmg arrport facrhtres and assets

e '_:_"What is' the estlmated cost of the Reglonal Arrport"

The estlmated cost of the Regronal Alrport is between $24 to. $30 mlllron dependmg_? EIRVS E -

:""j:'on the size and scope of the- prOJect This estimate includes land acquisition, primary
B ;=runway, fueling fac111t1es, terminal, pubhc hangers, maintenance facilities, and-any -

g necessary road improvements., At this time, we believe the local. match will be between 10%.: el

CLL i 10.20% of the total project costs or approx1mately $6 IIlll].lOI‘l Based on the City's. 28E - RN
R Agreement wuh Mahaska County and the’ Clty of Oskaloosa, the local match would be splrt»,: e
+ " equally: with the City of Oskaloosa ‘which means. the City's estimated share wouldbe « *~
" _approximately $3.0 million. Jtis our plan that, once the new aerort is operatlonal the. Crty B
- 'will utilize land sales from our clrrént airport to pay for’ our share of the local match. Tt is -
out understandmg that the City of Oskaloosa 18 plannlng to use-the same approach to.

. finance their’ portion of the project.. .The’ C1ty of Pella d does NOT antlclpate the need to ra1se : : Lo

o property tax rates asa result of l;hlS development
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: Where are we at now" ;1 L

J Prev1ous aeronauttcal forecasts have mdlcated there is sufﬁc1ent demand to Just1fy
~anew Category C a1rpo1't for our region. Therefore we are proceedmg wrth the necessary PR
. ‘av1at10n studles for anew Category C a1rport 1n our reglon ‘ : e

: The South Central Reglonal Alrport Agency is currently in the process of s
B -rev1ew1ng three sites for the new regional a1rport All of the sites are in accordance wrth IR
. -the 28E partnershlp agreement which requires the new regronal airport to be w1th1n ten
" miles of the corporate limits of both Oskaloosa and Pella and within four ‘miles of -

" Highway 163. By June of this year, the SCRAA ant1c1pates selectmg a site for the new “ DAk -

" regional a1rport Orice a site is selected, the enginéers for the project will ne¢dto .
.. complete the remaining aviation planmng studics which will take approx1mately two -
years. “After these studtes are complete the Federal Aviation Administration will- need to
S :approve the pl‘O_]CCt before 1t can proceed with land acqulsmon and construction. If the . | o
.- .. FAA approves the pr03ect we beheve the new. reglonaI arrport wrll be operatlonal in7to.. N
“"-‘-.IOyears TR . SRR S

','_Summary-- "

E In summary, I beheve 1t is very rmportant for everyone to understand the facts and'j R Y

7 the rteasons why the project is belng proposed: Tt always has been, and continues to be
"our intent to have open and honest discussiors regardlng thls proje ect. Accurate Croi
-"f-_mformatlon is eritical and rmsmformatlon is harmful Therefore if you have. questlons on*-:*f SRR L
oo this project please feel free to contact our C1ty Admlmstrator Mlke Nardml at 641 628- R

L

Yar es Muel er
Mayor o
City of Pella
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